
'This book is brilliant and very original. For the first time the
Children’s Crusade is convincingly explained in the light of a
critical reading of the sources... I would not be surprised if this
book became a classic.'
- Jonathan Riley-Smith, Dixie Professor of Ecclesiastical History, Emmanuel College, Cambridge,
UK.

'This is an outstanding example of scholarship - precise, accessible, and immensely
interesting. Never has the strange episode of the Children's Crusade been treated more
ably, nor has anyone before now thought so deeply and so wisely, as Gary Dickson has,
about its twin status as historical fact and potent myth.'
-William Chester Jordan, Dayton-Stockton Professor of History, Princeton University, USA.

'In this book Gary Dickson offers us the first reliable English account of this cataclysmic
outpouring of fervor and how it has been transformed, manipulated and misremembered
over the last eight centuries. The result is intriguing and bound to be the authoritative
study for the foreseeable future.'
- Paul Freedman, Chester D. Tripp Professor of History, Yale University, USA.

Aroused by crusade processions, French and German peasant youths set out on a quest to find
the True Cross and reclaim Jerusalem. Heading south over the Alps and into Italy, their trek was
long and arduous. Onlookers watched their march to the sea in amazement. Monastic
chroniclers found it both astonishing and troubling. Painting its supposedly catastrophic ending
in the blackest of colours, chroniclers were soon gripped by its mythic themes. Through the
centuries, imaginative writers never forgot it, and readers of all ages have been intrigued and
fascinated by it ever since. From 1212 to the present generation, history, mythistory and
memory are put under the spotlight in this new and comprehensive investigation of
The Children's Crusade.
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